Date: July 22nd 2022

News and Information
Dear Parents/Carers

As this is the ﬁnal newsletter of this academic year I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all
for the support the school has received. It is wonderful that schools have returned to normal with
parents being able to attend events in school again and share the wonderful experiences ﬁrst hand.
Next academic year Praise Assemblies will take place at the end of the day on a Friday so that parents
will be able to attend. We also hope to reinstate the ‘Friends of the School’ so that parents/carers can
be more involved and can run events for the children and organise fundraising events such as the
Christmas Fayre etc. If you are interested in being involved please do let me know.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the staff for their hard work, professionalism and
commitment over this academic year. Staff members here at Meare are the ﬁrst to volunteer their time
and energy to cover for staff absence and attend functions outside of the normal school day. It is greatly
appreciated. Last week after a wave of Covid hit the school staff we were without cleaners and lunch
time staff. Staff volunteered to clean in order to keep the school open. I would like to say a huge thank
you to Sophie Smith and Nicola James for stepping in at the last minute to help us all out.

Key Dates coming up:
25&26 July - INSET days
1&2 September - INSET days
5 September - new term starts
8 September - Centaurus outdoor ed
13 September - Roald Dahl day - dress up as a character
15 September - Draconis outdoor ed
20 September - Year 5 swimming starts
22 September - Pegasus outdoor ed
27 September - Year 5 swimming
27 September - ﬂu vaccinations
29 September - Pyxis outdoor ed
30 September - 2pm Macmillan tea party

I wish you a super summer. To our Year 6 children and other pupil leavers, I wish you all every success
for the future at your new schools. Education provides opportunities and choice in life. With the
appropriate qualiﬁcations and attitudes children can achieve and choose to do whatever they wish.
I look forward to seeing the rest of the children and parents/carers in September. School reopens on
Monday September 5th. Gates open at 8.30 am and close promptly at 8.40 am. Children who arrive
after this will be marked in the register as a late. The school day will be extended to 3.15pm. Please can I
ask that you support us by arriving promptly to meet your child(ren) at the end of the day. This will
enable staff to attend meetings and prepare their lessons for the next day.
Sandra Leggett - Interim Headteacher

Please note: The school day will finish at
3.15pm from 5th September 2022

Goodbye and Good Luck!
It is at this point in the year that we say goodbye to several staff members who will be greatly missed here at
Meare. We wish them all every success and happiness in their new roles and thank them for everything they have
done.
Miss Catherine Whitehouse - Cath has only been with us for a term as Pegasus Class teacher but it feels like she
has always been a member of the Meare Team. Cath is extremely hard working and committed and will be greatly
missed by the pupils and staff. We wish her all the best at Brookside School.
Mrs Emma Butler – Emma has been here for 14 years and has led our Outdoor Education. The children have
greatly enjoyed ‘Muddy Mondays’ and will greatly miss her.
Miss Melissa Dare – Melissa has worked at Meare for 3 years. She joined the school as a newly qualified teacher
and her skills and expertise have grown immensely. She is a super teacher with a kind and caring nature. Her new
school - Oaklands is very lucky to have her and I know her career will continue to progress.
Miss Clare Pappin – Clare has worked at Meare for 14 years as the School Business Manager. As a member of the
school leadership team she has supported a number of Headteachers and has been a great asset to the school.
Clare is looking forward to the challenge of working in a bigger school - Hamp Infants with its own nursery.
Mrs Lucy Burrows – Lucy has worked at Meare for 6 years. She started as part of the Premises and Lunchtime
Team. She then went on to work as part of the TA team completing her degree in education. She leaves us to
continue her studies doing her post graduate certificate in education. Lucy will make a super teacher.

Mrs Fellows - Goodbye and Good Luck
Jan has worked at Meare for 14 years. As Class Teacher she has taught all
year groups with the exception of Reception. She then became Senior
Teacher in 2016 followed by Acting Headteacher in 2017 and was appointed
Headteacher in 2018. She has been a well loved member of the school and
community and will be very much missed.

We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Fellows who
has been such a magical, positive influence on
so many pupils and our school community.
We will miss her contagious enthusiasm and
effervescent love of our school. Thank you
Mrs Fellows for your hard work and tenacious
leadership as well as inspirational teaching.
We wish you every happiness.
(The Governing Board)

FAREWELL YEAR 6
…and all the best for the future. Remember, kindness will
save the world!

This year's
challenge
starts on
Saturday 9th
July.
Visit the
library to
sign up and
get your free
entry pack!

Perseus and Medusa
On Tuesday the 12th of July, the wonderful and magical “ beans” of Meare
Village Primary School performed ‘Perseus and Medusa’ to an awe-struck
audience of parents, carers, grandparents and teachers. The show was
performed - amazingly- on the great stage in the main hall. One parent was
heard to say: “ This is the best show ever! It's incredible!
Review by Sophie Hallam

READING PRIZES
Well done to Arlo, Leo,
Jude, Imogen and
Phoenix who each won
a book token having
been drawn out of our
termly ‘100% quizzers
reading rafﬂe’ - enjoy
your summer reading!

Online / Internet Safety
During the summer holidays, many of your children may want to keep in touch with their friends through social networking sites or games. In order to help keep your child safe while using the
internet, we recommend viewing the following resources. The linked checklists include details on how to set up parental controls and privacy settings on various apps popular with young people. In
particular we would recommend viewing the Tiktok and Snapchat guides, as several primary schools in the area have raised concerns about some of the content being accessed and shared by
children using these apps.
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-checklists
https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/tiktok/
https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/snapchat/
The following points are taken from the school’s acceptable use policy for ICT. These are useful ‘Golden Rules’ for E-safety, both in and out of school. We would be grateful if you could discuss
these points with your child.
I will not disclose or share personal information about myself or others when online (this could include names, addresses, email addresses, telephone numbers, age, gender, school name or
address, bank details etc.)
I will keep my username and password safe and secure – I will not share it, nor will I try to use any other person’s username and password. I understand that I should not write down or store a
password where it is possible that someone may steal it.
I will not meet up with anyone who I’ve only met online, unless I am with a parent or carer. Remember, online friends are still strangers.
I will immediately tell a trusted adult if I see unpleasant or inappropriate material or messages, or anything that makes me feel uncomfortable when I see it online.
I will not take or distribute images of anyone without their permission.
I will be polite and responsible when I communicate with others; I will not use strong, aggressive or inappropriate language and I appreciate that others may have different opinions.

Let’s Celebrate!

A huge
congratulations to
those of you who
have been awarded a
rainbow or learner
award these past two
weeks. You’re all
cooking on gas, keep
up the amazing
work! 👏
08.07.2022
Centaurus: August and Lily
Draconis: Ellie and Finley
Pegasus: Buddy, Oakley and Aiden
Pyxis: Elizabeth, Tristan and Mani

Let’s Celebrate!

A huge
congratulations to
those of you who
have been awarded a
rainbow or learner
award these past two
weeks. You’re all
cooking on gas, keep
up the amazing
work! 👏
15.07.2022
Centaurus: All of you!
Draconis: All of you!
Pegasus: Freya and Isaac
Pyxis: George and Stephanie-Jayde

Little Starlings
School Leavers
We would like to start by wishing all our leavers the best of luck with their futures at school. All of us are really proud of you and how far you’ve
come during your time with us at Little Starlings. Make sure you wave at us over the fence in September!
Holiday Club
Holiday Club spaces are still available for some dates during the summer break so please contact us if you require any childcare during the
summer holidays.
Preschool
Preschool/Nursery placements are getting booked up from September onwards and we are now very close to capacity. If you are looking to start
your child with us in September 2022/January 2023 we strongly recommend contacting us as soon as possible to reserve the days you need.
Breakfast/After School Club
As from September Little Starlings will be taking over the school breakfast club. We will be open for breakfast from 8am Monday-Friday and
charge £5 per morning. A member of the Little Starlings team will ensure your children get to school safely and on time after breakfast club
finishes. Contact us now to book your place for September.
Contact Info
Landline: 01458 781595
Mobile: 07596918927
Email: littlestarlingsmeare@outlook.com
Facebook: @LIttleStarlingsMeare

