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Monday 8 November 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

As you will be aware, school staff have been taking Lateral Flow tests twice weekly since September
2020 in order to track and trace the virus. Guidance has been for staff in receipt of a positive Lateral
Flow to then get a PCR test and a confirmed PCR triggers the isolation period.

Over the last two weeks, as a precautionary measure, and in light of local and national news, we are
taking the stance, as a school, that positive Lateral Flow Tests are indicative of a positive result and,
therefore, will not wait for a positive PCR before asking staff/children to isolate. We have done this
in order to protect the school community and maintain a continuity of learning for the children
within the current guidelines.

As you know, on Friday, a member of staff tested positive with an LFD test. We acted quickly to
ensure that the individual isolated at home, whilst taking a PCR and awaiting results. | can now tell
you that the member of staff has received a positive PCR test result.

| write to inform you of this, but also to try to reassure you that our measures are robust. We have
increased the frequency of testing conducted by staff prior to coming into school and also have
increased the cleaning of high touch areas.

You may see a different staffing structure in the next school week as a result, as we strive to not only
protect the school community, but also to ensure the continuity of learning for the children and
work patterns for parents and carers.

| am sure you will all join me in wishing the staff member a speedy recovery.

In the meantime, | ask that all families, regardless of which class your child is in, to be hyper vigilant
as to spotting symptoms in your child(ren). Free LFD testing kits can be obtained from your local
pharmacy and, for your peace of mind, you may wish to regularly test your child and family. Please
see below for what to look out for:

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19
However mild the symptoms, please book a PCR test for the person with symptoms (even if they
have already taken an LFD test). Symptoms of COVID-19 are:
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e A new, continuous cough, and/or
e Atemperature, and/or
e Aloss of, or change to, sense of test and/or smell.

You can book a test here Testing for coronavirus (COVID-19) - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or by calling 119.

If the test result is negative, your child can return to school once they are well and have been fever
free for at least 24 hours (without the support of paracetamol or Calpol).

If the test result is positive, your child must self-isolate for 10 days (from when symptoms started, or
from the date of the test).

Members of your household who have been fully vaccinated (at least 14 days earlier), are
medically exempt from vaccination or under the age of 18 years 6 months, instead of self-isolating,
are now advised to take a free PCR test. They should continue to take precautions to protect others
until the result is received. If the result is negative, they can resume normal activities. If the resultis
positive they must isolate for 10 days. This starts either from the test date, or onset of symptomes,
which ever came first.

If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from
NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be
a mild illness.

Those who are clinically extremely vulnerable should minimise their contact with other people in the
household during this period, regardless of whether others have symptoms or not.

Further information is available at: www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-
guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection

How to stop COVID-19 spreading
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with
COVID-19.
e Wash your hands with soap and water often — for at least 20 seconds
e Use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available
e Wash your hands as soon as you get home
e Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or
sheeze
e Bin used tissues immediately and wash your hands afterwards
e Ventilate indoor spaces as well as possible — let the fresh air in, even if for a short period a
day
e Participate in twice weekly LFD testing following national guidelines (recommended for 11
years and over). We encourage you to log your results here: www.gov.uk/log-test-site-
covid19-results

For further information, please visit www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19

Kind Regards

Mrs Jan Fellows
Headteacher



