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1 November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
Covid-19 Update and Somerset-Wide Control Measures

We hope you have all had a suitably relaxing break and are ready for the half term ahead and the lead up to
Christmas.

Public Health have contacted schools in reaction to the very high levels of SARS CoV-2 (the virus causing Covid-
19) in the area. The Somerset rate is currently higher than both the regional South West and England.

As a result, Public Health have taken the decision to move us and other Somerset schools into the Amber
escalation category for the first two weeks of this half term. This will mean a tightening of some of the control
measures we have in school, some of which we were doing already, even though we were not in the Amber
Zone. They are as follows:

e Staff will continue to carry out LFT tests twice weekly, and, in response to need, sometimes with
greater frequency (we need to be mindful of the stocks we currently have).

e  Activities, where practicable, will be held in areas of greatest ventilation. PE will be held outside
unless impractical to do so due to the weather.

e  We will Increase cleaning of high touch areas.

e  Whole school assemblies will be ‘paused’ for the next two weeks. We will have a mixture of class-
based assemblies and key stage assemblies where adequate space can be had between different
classes in a large space. Sadly, this means that our Remembrance Service next Tuesday is cancelled.

e Parents’ consultations will revert to telephone consultations. (Further information to follow.)

e Any close contacts of confirmed cases of Covid-19 identified by NHS Track and Trace should book a
PCR test and whilst awaiting the result, they should take a daily Lateral Flow Test, only attending
school if it is negative
*Daily LFT testing of Primary-aged children is purely up to Parent/Carer’s discretion.

e  We will keep the school day timings the same as they are currently, as there is a natural stagger to the
start of the day and children go straight to classes. As your child enters their classroom, we will ask
them to wash their hands. We would highly recommend that they do so too when they arrive home.
This is in addition to regular hand washing and sanitiser use through the day.

e The end of school will remain the same for all at the moment. However, this will be kept under
review. Please can we ask that parents/carers strictly observe social distancing whilst waiting for
gates to open and whilst waiting in the playground for pick-up purposes. We also advise, that
unless exempt, you wear a face covering.

e We will keep lunchtime arrangements under review. At this time, we are operating Key Stage bubbles
in the hall and cleaning is done in between bubbles.

e Playtimes will return to Key Stage bubbles.
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e  After school clubs will continue to run. However, this will be kept under review. Children will be in key
stage bubbles and, if indoors, will be in a well ventilated space which allows for social distancing.

I’'m sure that you will join me in hoping that the cases in the local area will begin to subside and that we can
maintain the normality that we have largely experienced until recently. We hope that we can look forward to
the enjoyable learning activities and opportunities that we have planned for this term.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Fellows and The Meare Team



