Music Policy

Meare Village Primary School

Meare Village

Primary School

Subject Lead: Andrew North
Approved by: Headteacher
Last reviewed on: July 2023

Next review due by: July 2024



Intent and aims

We recognise the important role music has to the well-being of everyone in society.
Our aim at Meare is to provide a high quality music education that engages and
inspires pupils, gives them a sense of achievement, and improves their confidence.

We believe that music is not just a tool to enhance other areas of the curriculum, but
an extremely worthwhile discipline in its own right.

All our teachers and teaching assistants contribute to the rich musical life of the
school, actively participating in singing sessions and supporting children with their
work.

We wish to help our children discover music that moves them — music that they will
continue to take joy from throughout their lives.

We encourage children to reflect on their learning, find threads that interweave
throughout their experiences and consider and discuss which of our three ‘golden
threads’ applies to their experiences in music: power, culture and/or people and
places. Folk songs from a wide range of cultures and time periods form a large
proportion of the song repertoire children learn at Meare, helping to make
connections between different areas of their learning.

Curriculum

Meare is very proud of its strong musical tradition.

We have weekly singing assemblies led by our music specialist teacher in which
children learn a broad range of songs from different traditions, cultures and time
periods. Singing is at the heart of our Easter and Christmas celebrations, and
Remembrance services. Our school productions and singing showcases give
children the opportunity to perform in front of their peers and parents.

The wider music curriculum is also taught by our specialist music teacher in weekly
sessions across all classes. Pupils begin composing their own music in KS1 and
continue developing this skill throughout KS2. As well as using physical instruments
(tuned and untuned), children compose music using Chromebooks and laptops,
using apps such as Chrome Music Lab, Onlinesequencer, and Tonematrix. These
tools give children the opportunity to share, collaborate, and improve on their work.

All KS2 children learn to perform from notation using glockenspiels, xylophones,
keyboards, and their voices. Children use Flat.io music notation software to arrange
and compose music.

Year 2 & 3 children receive a term’s whole class ukulele tuition from Somerset
Music.

In both KS1 and KS2, our children learn ceilidh dancing, which improves their
rhythm, coordination and social confidence.

Peripatetic guitar lessons are also available to all pupils.



Planning and Assessment

We have created our own scheme of work, which has been refined over the past five
years. Our music skills progression document ensures all areas of the National
Curriculum are covered and opportunities for cross-curricular learning are explored.

Evidence is collected in the following ways:

e Photo and video evidence of the pupils’ practical learning (performing and
composing), and an electronic bank of children’s computer composition work.

e Recordings of children singing.

Recordings of school productions.

e Ensuring our children are confident when discussing music, and are able to
identify their own strengths and areas for development.

Each student’s attainment is tracked throughout the year using an assessment
database with the following headings: Singing, Composing, Performing, Music
Theory.

Cross Curricular Links

Our music lessons often tie in with the current History, Geography topic. For
example, during a recent rivers unit, children composed their own music to depict the
journey of a river from source to the sea.

Role of the Subject Leader

The subject leader is responsible for providing professional leadership and
management of computing within the school. They will monitor standards to ensure
high quality teaching,effective use of resources and improved standards of learning
and achievement. This will include observation of lessons and scrutiny of the pupils'
work. They will collect, analyse and distribute, where applicable, information relating
to the subject to the relevant people.

Equal Opportunities
The school maintains its policy of equal opportunities as appropriate for Music.

Instruments and related technology are made available to all pupils regardless of
gender, race or abilities. The class teacher differentiates work by task, resource or
support, to ensure the individual needs of more able and SEN pupils are met.

The school is aware that not all pupils have the same access to musical instruments
at home and this is considered by staff in the planning and delivery of the curriculum.



