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Intent and aims  



It is our intent that children are inspired by high-quality literature and a range of stimuli 

which makes readers engage with and their enjoy writing. Writing for a variety of clearly-

defined purposes and audiences, the children apply progressively more complex skills to 

communicate ideas fluently and across a range of genres. Further meaning is given to 

children’s writing via close links to one of our ‘golden threads’ of power, culture and people 

and places. 

 

Vocabulary is also ‘taught not caught’ through both oracy and demonstration writing. Thus, 

our children will have a highly developed repertoire of words and can express themselves 

fluently as well as extending detail and description.  

 

Writing in our school is well-organised and structured. In the initiate stage of writing, the 

emphasis is on teachers to provide exciting, engaging stimuli.  Next the teacher will model 

the craft of a writer before children write independently. Throughout the writing process, 

our children will edit and redraft their work, responding to feedback from teachers and 

peers. 

 

Curriculum  

● A purpose and audience for each piece of writing is decided from the outset.  

● Children and adults have a shared understanding of what success will look like for 

each genre/outcome  

● Writing is displayed and celebrated all over the school.  

● We provide stimulating first hand experiences, e.g. trips, storytellers and drama.  

● Writing is taught as a carefully sequenced activity.  

● Teachers provide regular helpful feedback through marking. 

● Every term, there will be an opportunity for all children in the school to do a free 

write which will revisit a genre of writing previously experienced and will be inspired 

by wordless picture books, pictures or silent clips. 

● Time is planned into lessons for children to respond to literacy marking and 

feedback.  

● Writing is, in the main, linked to class topics and high-quality, carefully selected 

texts to promote engagement.  

● We ensure progression in knowledge, complexity of tasks and expectations year 

on year.  

● Genres are chosen to match the writing expectations from the National Curriculum 

and build on prior learning.  

● We build stamina for writing by providing opportunities to write independently and 

for extended periods.  

● Editing and reviewing form a large part of lesson time – with age-appropriate 

strategies for purple-pen response marking used across the school.  

● Peer marking is encouraged as an additional way for children to respond to writing.  

 



Planning and delivery of writing lessons in Key Stage One and Two: 

 

In addition to high expectations for writing across all areas of the curriculum, all classes 

across the school follow The Write Stuff. Careful, deliberate and systematic teaching of 

writing promotes enthusiasm and inspiration as well as developing children’s  love  of 

language. 

  

Following a method called ‘Sentence Stacking’, the approach places emphasis on sentences 

being ‘stacked together’ chronologically and organised to engage children with short, 

intensive moments of learning that they can then immediately apply to their own writing. 

Within each genre studied by the children, they will learn to sentence stack, focusing on the 

style of the author and impact of words and sentences most appropriate for that particular 

genre.  

Within each writing lesson, pupils' learning is ‘chunked’ into three distinct parts for a writing 

lesson; initiate, model, enable.  

 

● The initiate stage is a time to inspire: through the use of a stimulus, pupils are 

immersed in a rich language discussion and activities to provide a wealth of 

vocabulary to aid their writing.  

● The model stage is the chunk whereby the teacher demonstrates the thoughts and 

processes of a writer and articulates writing choices.  

● The enable stage is the opportunity for pupils to showcase what they can do within 

particular writing parameters known as The Three Zones of Writing: FANTASTICs, 

GRAMMARISTICs and the BOOMTASTICs. 

 

 The Three Zones of Writing are essential components to support pupils in becoming great 

writers.  

 

● Through the nine idea lenses known as the FANTASTICs, pupils focus on the intended 

purpose of a sentence.  

● The GRAMMARISTICs allow pupils to focus on the grammar element of writing which 

focuses on sentence structure, grammar rules and punctuation.  

● The BOOMTASTICs allow pupils to capture and create a vivid visual for the reader 

through the use of poetic devices.  

Throughout the writing process, children edit and redraft their work in response to feedback 

from their teacher and peers.  

 

Independent Writing 

Writing is likely to be independent if it:  
• emerges from a text, topic, visit or curriculum experience in which pupils have had 
opportunities to discuss and rehearse what is to be written about  



• enables pupils to use their own ideas and provides them with an element of choice – for 
example, writing from the perspective of a character they have chosen themselves  
• has been edited, if required, by the pupil without the support of the teacher, although this 
may be in response to self, peer or group evaluation  
• is produced by pupils who have, if required, sought out classroom resources, such as a 
dictionary or thesaurus, without being prompted to do so by the teacher  
 
Writing is not independent if it has been:  
• modelled or heavily scaffolded – as part of external moderation, LA moderators can 
discuss where modelled or scaffold writing is found, and they may ask for further examples 
of pupil work to support the standard and judgement.  
• copied or paraphrased  
• edited or re-written because of direct intervention by a teacher or other adult – for 
example, when the pupil has been directed to change specific words for greater impact, 
where incorrect or omitted punctuation has been indicated, or when incorrectly spelt words 
have been identified by an adult for the pupil to correct  
• produced with the support of electronic aids that automatically provide correct spelling, 
synonyms, punctuation or predictive text  
• supported by detailed success criteria that specifically direct pupils what to include, or 
where to include it, in their writing – such as directing them to include specific vocabulary, 
grammatical features or punctuation 
From SCC moderation guidance 2023 

 

All children complete extended, edited and independent pieces of writing which will be 

completed at the end of each half term.  Once a child has completed and edited their 

independent writing task, teachers will provide summative feedback that celebrates a 

child’s achievement against the success criteria (agreed in the planning stage).  The teacher 

will also assess each independent piece of writing on a Performance of Writing (PoW) grid.  

The targets within the PoW framework outline the Expected Standard markers within each 

year group. The PoW grids capture the National Curriculum requirements, and add to them. 

They identify the components of writing, broken down into writing techniques, track 

progress across each year and can inform teachers’ planning.  These are kept in a folder by 

the class teacher, ready to hand over for any transition. 

Monitoring, assessment and moderation   

Monitoring 

We will monitor teaching and learning of writing in our school to make sure that all of our 

pupils make the best possible progress from their starting points. 

Abi Isherwood and Kate Noel will monitor and evaluate the impact of teaching on pupils’ 

learning through: 

●    Conducting learning walks 



●    Reviewing marking and feedback 

●    Termly pupil progress meetings 

●     Book scrutinies  

●     Pupil voice forums 

  Assessment 

We will track pupils’ progress using a combination of formative and summative assessment: 

Formative assessment Summative assessment 

● In EYFS, children are assessed in 
their early literacy development against 
the ‘Development Matters’ goals. Across 
EYFS literacy knowledge and skills are 
also developed through the continuous 
provision of the environment. Each 
classroom has resources available to be 
selected by the children to support their 
emergent writing skills. Writing tables 
have activities based around the skills 
being taught that week. Children also 
practise writing their names.  
 
● In Years 1 to 6 the half-termly 
independent write will enable teachers 
to plan writing tasks that will provide 
opportunities for children to achieve 
national standards.  For example, if 
there is no evidence of ‘writing for a 
range of audiences and purposes’ the 
teacher will need to plan for the children 
to write persuasively/discursively/ a non-
chronological report.   

●  Ongoing, formative assessment 
against ‘Development Matters’ goals 
 
 
● Children in Years 2 to 6 complete half-
termly independent writing tasks.  These 
have agreed success criteria which are 
drawn from the class ‘sentence-
stacking’ lessons.  Children will be 
assessed against these criteria.  
 
●  Teachers will track progress against 
writing standards that have been met in 
each piece of independent writing and 
highlight these on the Performance of 
Writing (PoW)  grid in teachers’ tracking 
folders. 

 

Moderation 

We will standardise writing samples to: 

● Demonstrate how pupils’ work meets National Curriculum attainment targets for 

KS1 and KS2, to help with assessment 

● Make sure staff have a consistent approach to marking pupils’ work  

We will refer to the Standards and Testing Agency (STA)’s exemplification materials for KS1 

and KS2 to support this. 

We will moderate teacher assessments of writing termly. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks2-english-writing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks2-english-writing


Marking and Feedback: 

We firmly believe in the power of immediate, personalised feedback, therefore much 

marking is done ‘pen-in-hand’ by teachers during lessons. In many instances, being next to a 

child and having a conversation in the moment about their work has far more impact than 

lengthy written feedback, so adults create classrooms where this dialogue is possible and 

powerful. Marking codes will be as outlined below: 

 

 
Marking/editing codes KS2: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

These marking codes may also be appropriate for children in KS2 with specific needs: 

Annotation Meaning 

Gr          een Work which demonstrates that a pupil has met an 

element of success criteria, demonstrated a particular 

skill or achieved the intended outcome 

Pink highlight Work which needs further attention or displays an error 

or misconception (e.g. letter needing capitalisation; poor 

word choice; specific error in calculation, etc.) 

Purple polishing 

pen 

Indicates that the child has corrected or edited their work 

following teacher input 

I Independent work 

WH Work completed with targeted help from a teacher or 

teaching assistant 

// New paragraph 

↑_ Capital letter needed 

↓_ Lower case letter needed 



sp. Spelling correction required: this may look different in 

KS1/KS2 dependent on the focus of the teaching and 

intended outcomes.  

In KS2, children are encouraged to identify and correct 

errors using learnt spelling rules and dictionaries.  The 

teacher may underline, in pink, the letters that are 

incorrect and ask the child to write the word out correctly 

beneath their work.  

In KS1, the teacher might correct the spelling then 

instruct the child to practise this spelling beneath their 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
These three essential pillars of reading and writing are taught daily.   

 

Spelling is taught through daily investigation into spelling patterns and rules with class 

teachers vocalising, modelling and investigating alongside the children.  Teachers present 

spelling as an exciting challenge where learnt strategies and the use of tools, such as 

dictionaries and word lists, can help them to make sound spelling choices.   

 

Punctuation and grammar is embedded in The Write Stuff teaching where it is given vital 

context and purpose.  It is therefore taught daily. We believe that children need the many 

rules of English punctuation and grammar to be filed in their long term memories and only 

through contextualising grammar can we achieve this.  Teachers will also use dynamic 

assessments to ascertain which grammar and punctuation aspects of the curriculum require 

further discrete teaching.  In order to be best prepared for the Key Stage Two tests 

however, children in Years 3,4, 5 and 6 will complete a termly SPaG test which will inform 

teachers’ planning. 

 

SMSC Opportunities / Cross Curricular Links 

We will facilitate cross-curricular learning of writing, making sure that the links with other 
curriculums are natural and not forced. This will be achieved through activities in other 
subjects such as: 

●    Annotating sources 



●    Group discussions 
●    Comprehension 

●    Topic research 

Role of the Subject Leader  

The English and literacy lead 

Our English and literacy subject lead is Kate Noel. She is responsible for providing leadership 
and management for writing to secure: 

●    High-quality teaching and subject knowledge of staff 
●    A coherently planned and sequenced writing curriculum 

●    Consistent assessment and accurate teacher judgements within writing 

●   Effective use of resources 

Kate Noel is an experienced English teacher and a KS2 writing moderator for Somerset 
County Council. 

Teachers 

Teachers are responsible for: 
● Planning effective writing lessons using The Write Stuff 
● Providing opportunities for pupils to apply their writing skills in a variety     of ways 

● Completing the relevant marking and assessment 

   Making sure that support staff have: 
o    Access to planning materials and resources 

o    The knowledge and skills they need to support and challenge pupils 

 

Resources: dictionaries and thesauruses 

To support writing and spelling, we will make sure that pupils have access to dictionaries 
and thesauruses as well as allowing pupils to use the computer during lessons to look up 
word meanings and synonyms. 

Pupils will be provided with spelling tools such as word lists and phonic mats where 
necessary in order that they become confident and independent writers. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


